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L eonard T Taylor, beloved husband, father, and friend to all, passed away

February 11, 2021, of natural causes incident to age. After celebrating his 94th
birthday he decided it was time for him to go.

Our dad was born January 31, 1927, to Samuel Henry and Othelia Hanks Taylor in Salem, Utah,
the youngest of eight children. Although he grew up in humble circumstances he made the most

of life. The stories he told of his childhood included skating on Salem Pond, floating the canals,
and exploring the hills above Salem. He learned to work at an early age, helping his dad on the

family farm and traveling with him from town to town throughout central Utah selling the
vegetables they grew.

Dad was part of the greatest generation, having served our country in the U.S. Army as World War

II was coming to an end. He came home from the war and worked for the Purity Biscuit Co. Not
long after, he met and married Maxine Clapham on August 19, 1949, in the Salt Lake Temple.
Shortly thereafter they bought a small home in the countryside with some land for a garden and

orchard, in the Canyon Rim area of Salt Lake, where their four children were born and raised.
Dad lived in that remodeled home for 68 years, up to the day he passed away.

Our home and surroundings was a wonderful place to grow up. Dad and Mom taught us kids how
to grow and harvest the food we ate. They raised nearly every kind of fruit and vegetable there
was to be had, and we learned to love working the land.

Mom died of a brain aneurysm on July 19, 1974, at the young age of 40. Oh how hard that was for
Dad and us all. About a year later, June 1975, Dad married Alta Wallace who was so good to him.

They were married for 41 years until her death in 2016. Dad was a loving and faithful husband in
both marriages, and Mom and Alta were a great blessing in his life.

Dad was a carpenter by trade and worked hard to provide for his family. He was a do-it-yourself

guy making do with what he had, and he taught his children to do the same. He and Mom taught
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us all to work hard and to play hard, to love gardening the good earth, and to become self reliant.
They taught us to love the outdoors. We loved being together and playing together as a family.

Although Dad encountered his share of hardships, he always felt like he had a great life. He made
the most of everything that came his way, filled with gratitude and seldom a complaint.

Dad had amazing neighbors that were so good to him. They looked in on him and cared for him
to the end. At 94 years of age Dad not only endured to the end, he lived life to it’s fullest! His good
life and all he taught us will bless generations to come.

Leonard is survived by his children: Calvin (Sue) Taylor, Kim (Mary) Taylor, Julie (Bryon) Nielsen,
Janene (Glen) Davis, Rick (Joann) Wallace, Linda (Vance) Murphy, and Lisa (Doug) Dilley, plus 24

grandchildren and 57 great grandchildren, and his sister Helen Ede (96 years old). Dad was
preceded in death by his brothers and sisters, Clawson Taylor, Lorenzo Taylor, LaRee Sorenson,
Reed Taylor, Elden Taylor, and Reta Bickham, and his son Scott Wallace.

A funeral service will be held Wednesday, February 17, 2021, at 11:00 AM in the Rosecrest 2nd
Ward chapel, 3101 South 2300 East, Millcreek City, Utah. A viewing will be held prior to the
funeral, from 9:30-10:30. If unable to attend the funeral service, one can view the service online

at the following URL: http://mywebcast.churchofjesuschrist.org/saltlakecanyonrimstake
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LS Luann Stones posted:

Your Dad was one of the kindest, funnest, happy uncles a kid could have. I loved visiting your home,

and I loved your visits to us. Staying with you when Marie had surgery at Primary Childrens. Your dad

always made a point of checking on me to make sure I wasnt lonely. I loved the family camping trips.

He and Alta were so fun to talk to and listen to. He lived such a wonderful life. I will always be

grateful for him and for your family.

February 17 at 8:33 AM

Delusional Minds posted:

I am the youngest of the Smith children that lived next door to Leonard and Alta. It was so fun

growing up next door! I often remember going over to their house to see the garden or to visit and

play with missy. I was always amazed by the gigantic sunflowers and pumpkins that Leonard would

grow. As I recall, his secret was using fish in the soil. That's something i've never forgotten. Leonard

truly felt like family. I will always remember his kind smile and hearty laugh. I wish your family peace

in this time and my family and I send our love.

February 15 at 5:46 AM

NS Natalie Schmidt Smith posted:

Dear Taylor Family,We are sharing in your sadness as you celebrate your father's wonderful and long

life and we are wishing you peace and comfort in the days ahead. Leonard was a wonderful, genuine

person and neighbor, always caring more for his neighbors than himself. He made himself available

to lend a hand or take part as needed in any way. Many times I would find Leonard sitting with my

parents (Dennis and Gerry) in the back yard talking, and swapping stories, laughing long and hard at

times. As a child I remember the large heads of cabbage that he grew, the even bigger pumpkins and

the year that he found Alta's lost ring while plowing the garden for the next crop. That was a moment

he relayed with a very big grin on his face. I will miss his good nature, his wonderful kind smile, jovial

laugh and most of all, his kindness that lasted his life time. It has been a joy to know him and your

family for a very long time and he will be missed greatly by the Schmidt family.With heartfelt

sympathy,Natalie, Blake , Katarina, Erika and Anna Smith (Schmidt)

February 15 at 2:25 AM
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DB David And Barbara Bickham posted:

We loved Leonard! He was just a wonderfully comfortable person. One of our best memories is when

he and Alta came to visit us for a few days in Colorado. That was just shortly before Alta got sick.

Every day we went somewhere interesting like Red Rocks, Garden of the Gods, or the Air Force

Academy. Each evening we would watch a fun movie. We also made it a point to go visit him when

we visited Salt Lake after Alta passed. Leonard was always Leonard. True to himself, his Heavenly

Father, and his family.David and Barbara BickhamGilbert, Arizona

February 14 at 6:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Leonard by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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